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COMMUNICATION 5. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
wer 
MORRIBLE EFFECTS OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
ENDLESS MISERY. 

But a few months have fled away on the wings of 
time, since we were called to observe an account truly 
distressing—a mother, fearing that her children would 
somimnit some crime which would subject them to the 
pains of eternal damnation, murdered these innocent 
creatures, and hurried them from the world in the bloom 
ofinfancy While this sad catastrophe is fresh upon 
the memory, we are a second time called to mingle our 
iears, and commiserate with the unhappy mourners. A- 
fain the tender sympathies of our souls are called into 
exercise—again the philanthropic heart is made to bleed 
—again a victiom has been immolated on superstition’s 
fatal altar—again a beloved child of creation has fallen 
a sacrifice to the ** damnable heresies” of the day. 

In the Palladium of the 27th Oct. appeared the follow- 
ing: ** A woman lately cut her throat near Rockingham, 
under the conviction that she was an object of divine 
wrath, and would not be saved. Her character was re- 
spectable, and she lived with her husband and family in 
sreat domestic comfort.” 

We humbly request all those who so zealously advo- 
eate the doctrine of eternal damnation, to notice this 
account, the truth of which we have no reason to doubt, 
and to seriously reflect upon the effects which result 
from their cruel and unsupported doctrines. For the 

_ honour of God, for the good of the cause of christianity, 
for the safety of the community, and for the happiness 
of all our fellow beings, we candidly request, we earn- 
estly desire, we seriously ask, we feeJingly beg the ad- 
yvoeates of these heart-chilling doctrines, to peruse this 
account and say, if it be not reasonable to suppose, that 
these horrid transactions will always follow the preach- 
ing and belief of their God-dishonouring systems ef re- 
ligion. Only convince people that God is their enemy, 
that the Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth is and al- 
ways will be their avowed foe, that they are inevitably 
to be damned for some slight offence which they may 
have committed, and you will set husbands to murder- 
ing wives, and mothers to murdering children ; you will 
cause anarchy and disorder to reign triumphant, and 
render abortive the laws of God and man. 

The Calvinistical opinion of predestination, i. e. that 


‘God has consigned by far the greatest part of the hu-! 


man race to eternal misery, has long enough contamina- 
ted the bosoms of our fellow creatures, and destroyed 
the peace of families—it.bas long enough harrowed up 
the blessings of the domestic circle, and rendered wretch- 
ed the most sacred tie that ever mortals took upon them. 
Let the error be exploded. And what is better calcu- 
jJated for that purpose, than to take notice of the effects 
which it has upon mankind? O all ye advocates of it! 
come to the test, and say, was not your doctrine the 
means of driving this unfortunate woman out of exist- 
ence? And, independent of so horrible effects as these, 
does it not breed in the bosoms-of its believers who arro- 
gantly suppose themselves to be heirs of grace, a sort of 
spiritual pride, which looks down upon the sup- 
posed heirs of wrath with an anti-religions contempt and 
anger? And further, has it not so completely set fire 
to the malignant passions, as to impel its yotaries to glut 
their hellish vengeance by burning the heirs of wrath in 
this world before they go to hell in the next? Let us 
judge from events which have already transpired. See 


the stake and burnt to death. 
Calvin’s regeneration? Are these the breathings of his 
heaven born soul? O ye, his deluded followers! look 


the name of ** Calvinists.” Facts speak aloud. Is this 
all? No, byno means. Those who have fallen victim: 
to religious persecution, have alrendy swollen the cata- 
logne of traisgression to an enormous size. Nor is the 
one before mentioned a solitary instance in the conduct 
of that man Calvin, who has been styled an eminent re- 
More than once has he satiated his desire for 
So much 


former. 
revenge by his,intrigues with secular power. 
for the effects of these absurd and cruel doctrines, First 
thev set their votarics to murdering their brethren, next 
set them to murdering their own children ; first they set 
Calvin to murdering his fellow beings, next set Calvin’s 
| followers to murdering themselves. Good God! where 
will it stop? But thanks to this great and good Being, 
the doctrine is going out of repute—it is lo-ing ground. 
ieople begin to see the absurdities of it, and renounce 
it; it is the work of error, it must perish ; for the wis- 
dom of this world cometh to nought. 

Come now all you religious zealots who so proudly 
tell that all religion tends to licentiousness that denies 
the doctrine of eternal punishment, come to the test of 
truth, and let your consciences answer. According to 
what we are informed induced this woman to murder 
herself, if she had disbelieved your systems of religion, 
would she not now be alive? Yes, we hesitate not to 
give the answer—had she believed the doctrice of which 
**God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets since the world began,” she would now be alive ;— 
in a.] probability a blessing to her family, and an orna- 
ment to society. It was nothing but the fear of endless 
punishment drove her to this rash act. O then could 
some friendly angel have whispered to this dispairing 
woman, FEAR NoT, for] bring you glad tidings, which 
shall be to ALL PEOPLE, methinks her sad forebodings 
would have ceased, and she be now in existence. O 
could she have been addressed in the language of our 
divine Master, ‘* daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins 
are forgiven thee,” methinks she would be now im the 
land of the living, without the stain of suicide upon her 
'character. But the die is cast, 

‘* The feverish dream of life is oer.” 
Deceived woman, rest in thy grave. And when on the 
morning of the resurrection thou shalt arise undeceived, 
and ** clad in robes of virgin white,” sing, sing aloud of 
redeeming love. 

Perhaps the reader will say, that the writer has been 
too severe upon the character of Calvin. ‘lo this it can 
| be said, that the writer does not doubt but Calvin may 
|have acted like achristian in some instances ; yet he 

could not overpower the spirit which bis doctrine bred 
|within him. We do not doubt but that he may often 
iimes have been instrumental in couforting the afllicted, 





quered repeatedly the philanthropy and benevolence of 
human nature. A PHILANTHROPIST, 
So +o 


, FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“ REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE.” 


** repentance unio life.” 
as the great persuasive argument to lead men to repent- 





ance. 


at the fonnder of your doctrine, and glory no more in| 


\ 





Tne change mace vpon man by the gospel, is called} the son is his ewn father?” 
The gospel is always set forth | ceed ** should know thet 1! 





So the evangelist Matthew informs us, that John | 
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Servetus, through the influence of Calvin, brought to the Babtist and Jesus Christ, began to preach, saying, 
Is this the evidence of; ** Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”’ St. 


Mark declares the same thing thus: ** The kingdom of 
God is at hand ; repent ye and believe the gospel.’’ St. 
Peter preaching the gospel to the Jews, says, ‘* Repent 
ye therefore.” Paul declares, that God commandeth 
men every where to’ repent,”? by the same argument, 
Repentance, then, is the change of a man’s heart to the 
love of truth, which always carries in it a sense of shame 
and regret at his former opposition to it. And he who 
knows the truth, so as to love it, will daily find occasion 
for repentance, and of having his attachment to the truth 
increased, finding his daily comfort depening upon it. 
PHILAGATHUS, 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. S1r,—Being thoroughly persuaded that free and 
liberal inquiry, when conducted with moderation, and 
for proper purposes, is favourable to the acquisition of 
truth, | am induced to submit for your consideration a 
few remarks on the notice, that appeared in the 20th 
No. of the Magazine, relative to the sermon preached at 
the dedication of the new Baptist meeting-house in Rox- 
bury. Though, in this instance, you have only request- 
ed a correction of mistakes (should any have occured 
in your compendium of the doctrines advanced) in point 
of fact, yet I presume you still cherish the same liberal 
spirit of free inquiry, which has heretofore distinguished 
your Magazine, and that you will not consider me as 
obtrusive ia making these remarks on your reasoning or 
observations in regard to this subject. Being in no man- 
ner connected or acquainted with the Baptist society in 
Roxbury, or the Rey. author of the abovementioned ser- 
mon, and differing very essentially from them in many 
of the most important articles of faith, it is very far from 


being my intention to advocate the doctrines of the series 


mon on which you have commented. That I leave fy 


some more able pen, confessing myself altogether un-~> 


qualified for the task. 

My remarks sball he confined to your observations 
concerning the 4th article of your statement of their 
doctrines—viz.—The divinily of Jesus Christ. ** This 
doctrine” you say ** was stated in a way to Jead the 
hearer to believe that Jesus Christ is God.” Whether 
the preacher’s attempt to prove this doctrine, or your's 
to refute his argnment, is most likely to ‘* weaken the 
understanding,”’ I leave for candor to determine. The 
preacher, you say, first quoted Col. i. 16, “* For by him 
were al] things created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things were 
created by him and for him.” After this he quoted Gen. 
i. 1, “* In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.” ** Here” you say “ the preacher put onan 


and performing other christian acts; yet the malevolent | ait of triumph?!” And inquire, ‘‘ why should he not?” 
spirit which his doctrine generated in his breast, con-| “‘ He had’’ you continue ‘* quoted one text that says 


God created the heavens and the earth, and another 
that says, that Jesus created all that was in heaven and 
earth.” Now, you tauntingly ask, ‘* does not this prove 
that Jesus Christ is God?” ‘If it be a fact” you say 
‘‘ihat a father built a house and thet his son made the 
furniture that-is m the house, does not this prove that 

** This brother” you pro- 
romer, Cominions, principal- 
ities and powers, are not suns, moons, stars nor earths.” 


Now is there any ground for the distinction you have, 
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made between * creating the heavens and the earth,” ” 
and creating ‘‘ all things that are in heaven and that are 
in earth?” Will not this cause darkness rather than 
light? If Jesus Christ “created all things that are in 
heaven and earth,” did he not create ‘‘ suns, moons, 
stars and earths?” Or gre you prepared to say that he 
only completed what some other God had begun and 
was not able to finish 29 I should be doing injustice to 
your good sense, were I to suppose you believed, that 
Jesus Christ created ‘ al] things that are in heaven and 
éarth,”? and that some other God ‘‘ created the heavens 
and the evrth.”? I can, however, make nothing more 
aor less of your observations. You say, “If it be a 
fact that a father built a house and that his son made 
the furniture that is iu the house, does not this prove 
that the son is his own father??? Now I am forced to 
conclude, either that this comparison is altogether un- 
meaning, or that you would have it believed that the 
“* Father” “ created the heavens and the earth,” and 
that the *‘ Son’? ** created all things that are in heaven 
and earth,” and still that they are not one but fwoGods. 
I see no other alternative. If 1 have mistaken the mean- 
ing of your simile, I doubt not but you will have the 
gooduess to give an exposition of it; if I have not, I hope 
should you be convinced of your error, you will have 
the candor to acknowledge it. 

in further answer to your comparison. 1 would pre- 
mise that “‘if a father built a house, and his son made 
the furniture that is in the house,” siil! he would be Ais 
father’s son, and they would continue to be two. But 
as itis evident that there is one sc!‘-existing and self- 
subsisting Being, from whom all things exist and subsist, 
so it is equally evident there is bu/ one. And as it is 
an attribute of Jehovah alone io creale, and as there 
cannot be but one Jehovah, s0 we are forced to con- 
elude that the heavens, the earth, and all things that 
are therein were created by one uxd the same God, of 
whom alone creation can be pred:«ated; and thus that 
be who created ‘*‘ the heavens and the earth,’ and he 
who created “all things that are in heaven and that 
are in earth,” are not {wo Gods (which cannot be) but 
only different properties or principles of the one only 
Ged. This proposition will be admitted where we at- 
tentively contemplate things, with which we are more 
familiar. We see that man (who is said to be created 
in the image and likeness of God) is possessed of three 
distinct powers or principles essential to his existence, 
viz. soul, body and operation, and yet it is but ene per- 
*n; and as sou], body and operation form one man, so 
«ne essential divive principle (called the Father), the 
diyine-human (the Son), and the proceeding divine 
{the Holy Spirit) form one God. 

Was it necessary, passages of scripture might be 
quoted, to almost any extent, not only to prove the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ, but also the unity of person in 
the Godhead. The divine trinity, consisting of essence, 
form and use, or of gcodness, wisdom, and influent op- 
eration, under the names of Father, Son and Holy Spi- 
rit, might easily be shown to be comprised in the person 
of Jesus Christ, the one only manifested Lord, the Al- 
mighty Jehovah, who, according to the predictions of 
the prophets, was to appear here upon earth. 

It cannot be too much lamented that the generality 
of men, ever at. this day, know not whom they wor- 
ship being distracted with variety and clouded with ig- 
norance! They know not whether they should wor- 
hip the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit, sometimes 
addressing one and sometimes another as distinct beings 
or persons. The unknown God is, however, generally 
addressed in prayer, and requested for the sake of ano- 
ther God or distinct person in the (Son,) to send a 
third God, or divine person (the Holy Spirit) to direct 
mankind. 

‘The case, appears, however, from the best authorities, 
to have been different in the first ages of christianity, 

when christians, in general, upon the authority of the 
prophets, and of their glorified Redeemer and his apos- 
Atee evidently worshipped the one true and manifesied 
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God, under the names of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, as one God or Lord,in one person. It was not un- 
til about the fourth century, when thick darkness be- 
gan to overspread the earth, that the mind became dis- 
tracted with the idea of three distinct persons in the 
Godhead. Since which time metaphysical subtlety has 
been exerted to reconcile impossibilities, and content- 
ed ignorance is taught to acquiesce in what it can nev- 
er understand, 

It was my original intention only to make a few re- 
marks in regard to your comments on the fouth article 
of the doctrines of the aforementioned sermon, but my 
communication has been protracted by other remarks 
naturally flowing from the subject under consideration. 
I hope you will not be discouraged by the length to 
which these remarks have been extended. I have en- 
deavoured to compress them as much as the subject 
would permit. ‘The cause of truth has been the object 
ef this communication. If this tends, in the least to 
the advancement of that desirable object, its effect will 
satisfy the wishes of your friend Leeees, 

B ~ Vor. 15, 1820. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


RAAN 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Srr,—It affords me no smal] degree of satisfac- 
tion to announce to you, and through the medium of 
your highly useful paper, to your numerous patrons, 
the unexpected success which bas recently attended 
the ministration of life in different parts of Connecticut. 

-Ilt must be a subject of pleasing reflection to you, Sir, 
that while you behold the unprecedented success at- 
tending your public labours in the vineyard of our com- 
mon Lord and Master, you are daily apprised of the 
progress of the cause of truth in different sections of our 
heavenly Father’s heritage, through the instrumentality 
of your public brethren of like precious faith. 

The darkness in which the inhabitants of Connecti- 
cut generally have been groping is well known to those 
who are in any degree acquainted with their civil and 
religious policy. Their means of acquiring knowledge 
were once very contracted when compared to what 
they arenow. ‘They are assiduous in their exertions, 
however, to improve the advantages with which God 
has indulged them to the promotion of their spiritual 
and temporal interest. With great eagerness they listen 
to the word of life and evince by the multitude which 
throng the house of God that the progress of the human 
mind, toward that sublime degree of h>ppimess, of 
which it is susceptible, cannot be obsuructed forever. 
‘“The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all] ficsh 
shall see it together.” 

Ihave preached alternately in the towns of Gris- 
wold, Preston, Norwich and Groton, to large congre- 
gations of devote worshippers, who pay the most dig- 
nified attention tothe word of life, many of whom 
manifest by their daily walk and conversation, the 
sincerity of their hearts in the professions which they 
have made of faith in the gospel. There are but very 
few meeting houses in this part of the state, in which I 
bave been refused admittance. St. George’s church in 
Griswold, is new atthe disposal of the brethren in the 
belief of God’s impartial and unchangeable goodness 
to the children of men. ‘The meeting house in Long 
Sociely, so called, in Preston, is likewige in the hands 
of those who be ove that God is the Saviour of ail men. 
The north meeting house in Groton, is principally own- 
ed by the Universalists. It is true, there is a minister 
of condemnation, who preaches semi-monthly in this 
place, but his influence is fast declining asis the case 
generally with the Clergy, in this part of the state.— 
There are two or three meeting houses in Norwich city, 
closed against the ministers of light, but God taketh 
the worldly wise in their own craftings—their illiberality 
will ultimately be recompensed on their own bheads— 
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‘the brethren have issued a subscription paper for the 
building of a meeting house at C hels sea—landing ; many 
have subscribed liberally and in al! probability their 
efforts will be crowned with success. Should this be 
the case there will be a capacious field open for the im- 
provement of several public gifts in the county of New- 
London—May the Lord of the harvest graciously be 
pleased to send forth more faithful laborers into his vine- 
yard—ifor truly the ** harvest is great but the laborers 
are few.” 

We bave a church established in Norwick and vicin- 
ity composed of believers in the promise made to Abra- 
ham that in his seed (which is Christ) should all the 
families of the earth be blessed. Numbers are contin- 
ually flocking to it irom every direction who are not 
ashamed of the name of Jesus, nor to declare publicly 
what he hath done for their souls. They rejoice in 
God’s infinite love manifested through a compassionate 
Redeemer to the lost sons and daugiiters of Adam, from 
among whom it may be said, * God hath purified 
unto himself a peculiar people zealous of gocd works.” 
May the Lord continue to enlighten the minds of his 
creatures with the benignant rays of the gosjel of peace. 
May the sun of righteousness diffuse his exhilerating 
splendor until the mists of error and darkness flee away, 
and mankind are brought to the enjoyment of eternal 
bliss and glory—the end for which they were created. 

De LA Fayetre MAce. 
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Ir is contended, by the opposers of Universal 
Salvation, that the divine law requires the trans- 
gressor’s endless condemnation, and that God be. 
ing bound by his law, cannot exhonerate the of 
fender f from this awful destruction, although i: 
be ever so much desired by the kind attribnt: 
of his mercy. Our doctors ‘of divi inity, as the: 
are stiled, teach us that the penalty of the law- 
giver to Adam in the garden, is erernnaL peav: 
and that by his transgression all his poste rity 
fell under the same penalty. Allowing these 
statements to be correct, it seems to foliow th: at 
however merciful God may be, and however hh 
may have endeavored, by the means of grace & 
tosave any ofthe human family, such a desirals|: 
object cannot in any instance be effected. Al 
mankind must be forever miserable! But thi 
our doctors seem not to understand. hey m 
not know how tocompare their own propositions, 
so as to understand how to arrange them with 
consistency. After they have set up principles 
which necessarily preclude the salvation of a 
single individual of the human family, they go 
on, as if they had forgotton all they have said, 
to point out the way of salvation through a Me- 
diator. But who contrived this scheme of sal- 
vation? ‘They tellus it was God; and that 
this plan was laid in the decrees of the divine 
Being, from all eternity. How then did it hap- 
pen that he made a law which he knew would 
require the endless condemnation of those whom 
he had decreed to save? This can never be 
answered. But suppose it could, and suppose 
the foregoing absurdities could be gotten over, 
we wish to ask these doctors what the reason is 
that all those who are, by the law of God, doom- 
ed to endless wrath, may not be saved as well 
asany? What is the difference between two 
criminals, both of which deserve death accord- 
ing to law,.that one of them may be saved from 
death in consistency with the law, while the 
other cannot be? There : appears to be a very 
great inconsistency in the doctrines of the church 
on this vast subject, and it seems to be a duty, 
which all classes, and especially the clergy, owe 
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to themselves and to the honor of truth, to make | 
a Sserrous attempt te be more consistent in doc- 


tine ; andif this should operate to compel them|his, to an arm that coald save when his own 
to give up many absurd notions, which had their|strength was gone. But when the Almighty is 
origin in mere imagination, and are supported | compelled to cast his sons and his daughters into 
by (radition alone, it will remain a satisfaction. | the fire of hell, he cannot cast his eye to a pow- 
afterall, that the truth as it is in Jesus, is infinite-| er above him, and hope for deliverance. 


ly better than the errors which are corrected 
vy it. 

in contemplating the proposition that the law 
ef God inflexibly opposes his divine benevo- 
tence, and fatally prevents the salvation of our 
heavenly father’s rational offspring, the difical- 
ty which king Darius broeght on himself, by 
putting his royal signature to a law, ts brought 
to mind. 

The king having sat Daniel over the pres: 
dents and princes of the kingdom, because he 
found that au excellent spirit of wisdom and prn- 
dence was in him, they endeavored to frame a 
device by which this Daniel, the object of their 
envy, might be destroyed. ‘They could. find 
nothing whereby to ensnare him unless it was 
concerning the law of bis God. They knew 
that Daniel worshiped the God of Israel and 
prayed to him daily. They therefore propos- 
ed to king Darius, that a decree should be sanc- 
tioned by law, that for thirty days no man should 
be allowed to make any petition to God or man 
save king Darius; and that should any violate 
this statute, they should be cast into the 
den of lions. By this the king’s vanity was flat- 
tered, he was so intoxicated with the thought 
of being the ido! of his vast dominions, that he 
forgot Daniel, his prime minister, did not once 
think that this law was formed with an intent to 
destroy the man, who was the stability of the 
whole realm. He signed the writing. 

Janiel knew that the king had done this, he 
went to his house, opened his windows towards 
Jerusalem, kneeled down and prayed to the God 
of his fathers three times a day. In this he 
manifested the soul of the patriot, he loved and 
remembered his country. In this he manifest- 
ed faithfulness to his God, and a contempt of the 
blasphemous decree which the wicked presi- 
dents and princes had framed, and the weak, 
proud monarch had signed. Daniel’s enemies 
now present themselves before the king and de- 
mand that the penalty of their broken law 
should be inflicted on the offender. King Dari- 
us now finds his error, but finds it too late. The 
taws of the Medes and Persians could not be al- 
tered. What adilemma! The king saw, on 
the one hand, his unalterable decree, on the 
other the destruction of his prime minister, 
whom he most highly esteemed. He laboured 
until the going down of the sun to deliver Dan- 
jel, but was finally compelled to obey his law 
and cast him into the den, to the mercy of hun- 
gry lions. Darius weuld have saved Daniel, 
but his law prevented; our heavenly Father 
would save mankind, but his law prevents.— 
God is represented as labouring in a dispensa- 
tion of mercy to save sinners; it is said he con- 
tinues to strive for their salvation until the sun 
of life sits, when he is compelled, contrary to 
his grace, to cast the poor sinner, not into aden 
of lions to be devoured in a moment, and ‘to 
cease from misery forever, but into a burning 
pit where their sense of pain will increase for- 
evermore! But Darius’? dilemma was by no 
means so fatal as this in which our Father in 
heaven is represented. When Darius accom- 
panied Daniel to the den, with a heart full of 
desire and anxiety, he parted with him pro- 
nouncing these words: “ Thy God, whom thou 
servest continually, he will deliver thee.”— 
Thus Darius had one source of consolation, one 


| 


ray of hope, one secret morsel for the soul of 
compassion. He could look to a power above 


Letit, after all, be remembered, that God has 
never revealed a law that is In opposition to his 
promises of mercy. He never intimated to Ad- 
am that he had become liable to the pains of 
hell forever, or that any of his offspring had be- 
come thus liable through his means. St. Paul 
asks the question, ‘fs the law then against the 
promises of God?” and pointedly answers, “God 
forbid.” 

We would earnestiy recommend to all our 
readers, to make it an invariable rule to believe 
in no proposition of divmity that is not plainly 
‘et forth in the scriptures; and that they may 
not be deceived, to be careful and read the sa- 
cred writings for themselves, for there are many 

tyines which are delivered from pulpits, and| 
written in sermons, which are meunt to be re-| 
ceived as scripiure, but are nothing but human! 
inventions, 

We would request our readers to examine | 
the scriptures for the express purpose of deter- | 
mining whether they any where support the} 
notion that the penalty of the divine law be| 
endless misery. 
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TO LEANDER AND THE READER, 





AS scon} 


What Leander says on page $2, takes no notice of 


| when he wrote he had not rec 
fremarks. He will, therefore, cousider himself in- 
debted nntil he shall have supported his hypothesis, that 
the scriptures abundantly support the fact, that all who 
are saved by forgiveness deserve to suffer eternal misery. 
He is reminded,that when we called on him to state what 
punishment men are saved from, which they deserve, 
we meant for him to do something more than to give us 


his testimony unsupported by revelation. 
He is now called on to rectify his quite needless mis- 


take, in saying, that the editor admits the existence of 
two wills, &c. This he says will appear from the title. 
The following is the title of which he speaks, see page 
71. “+ An inquiry concerning the revealed will of the 
divine Being in cases wherein it is supposed to differ 
from the divine decrees.” If the editor had intended 
to signify that he admitted two wills in God, why 
should he have said, ‘* wherin it is supposed to differ, &c. ? 


er 


gue as he does, not to the editor, who endeavoured to 
show that there is no difference between the revealed 
will or law of God, and his divine decrees. 

In. saying that the editor is now ready to acknowl- 
edge that some things partaining to religion are 
mysterious,’ Leander has imjudiciously intimated that 
the editor has heretofore disallowed the existence of 
any thing mysterious in matters of religion. If he 
pleases he may do himself the justice to recall this.— 
When our clergy undertake to justify all their contra- 
dictions by saying that there are great mysteries jin di- 
vinity, the editor disallows the application of mystery 
to contradictions, unless the meaning is, ** the myste- 
ry of iniquity.” 


Sto . 
SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 


West India Hurricane.—The Port au Prince 
Telegraph gives an account of a terrible hurri- 
cane, which took place on the night of the 28th 
of October, and the next day, which overturn- 
ed several houses, and unroofed many others, 


This supposition belongs to Leander and those who ar-} 


extended its ravages through the beautiful plain 
of Culde-Sac ; the coffee and sugar houses were 
entirely carried away ; many persons perished, 
some under the wrecks of their houses, others 
by the current of water, which, in places, rose 
to the height of aman. It was feared the hur- 
ricane was general, and the devastation exten- 
sive.—Gaz. 

The vacant Society in Hingham have voted 
unanimously to invite Mr. Cuantes Brooxs te 
become their Gospel Minister, on very liberal 
terms.—Cent. 

New-York Convention —The legislator of N. 
York, have passed a bill, fer calling a Conven 
tion to revise the Constitution of that State.— 
The Delegates are to be chosen in February, 
and the Convention to meet in June. 

The French Journals mention, that in the de 
partment of Gers, a piece of brass has been 
found in the heart of a block of stone, which 
was lately dug out of a quarry in the city o! 
Auch. It is conjectured that this piece of brass 
must have been buried in the quarry, where the 
stone was forming, for upwards of 2000 years. 
Some philosophers have asserted, that the art 
of making brass was known even before the de 
luge. Before exercising the mind with conjec- 
tures, the fact should be indubitably established 
that the brass was really found in the heart of 
the rock, when the latter was first broken.—Pal. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. '7.—A letter from a 
gentleman in Eddyville, Ky. to the Post Mas- 
ter in this city, states that a young man by the 
name of Conrad Martin, was shot dead on the 
10th ult. on board of a boat lying in the Cum- 
berland river. Martin was about 23 years ot 


| our remarks on page 79. The reason of this is because | age, and is stated to have parents and ether 
«« these last mention-! 


connexions living in this state. The murderer 
was intoxicated when he committed the horrid 
deed. He has been apprehended, and is now 
in the county jail awaiting his trial at the session 
of the circuit court, which takes place in March 
next. 

——=—=— 


i. 


MARRIED, 

In this town, last evening, by the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, 
Mr. John 8. Tyler, merchant, to Miss Mary W. Win- 
ship, daughter of Mr. Abel Winship. 

At Cambridgeport, Mr. Nathan Russell, jr..to Miss 
Mary-Ann Thayer. = 

In Charlestown, on Wednesday morning, by the Rev. 
Mr. Walker, ‘Mr. Robert Gordon, to Miss Elizabeth 
Carlisle, both of that town. 

In Dorchester, by the Rev. Mr Codman, Mr Stephen © 
Turner, of Medfield, to Miss Susan Foster Adams of 
Dorchester. 

In Worcester, Mr. Samuel Harrington, 2d, to Miss 
Lucretia Bigelow, both of Worcester. 

in Norwich, Con. on Monday evening last, by the 
Rev. Mr. Strong, Mr. A. P. Cleveland, merchant of 
Bristol, to Miss Mary Huntington Strong, daugh- 
ter of the Rey. Mr. Strong, of the former place, 


—_— — 


DIED, 
In this town, Mary, daughter of Mr. William Ben- 
net, aged 6 years.—Henry James Lewis, aged 8 years. 
John B. Bartmus, aged 81. 
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A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By HosEa 
Battovw, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckminster, and the 
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In the ship road, it was equally destructive ; it 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


RANA 


THANKSGIVING. 


O praise the Lord, exalt his name, 
His mighty acts declare, 

His mercy ever is the same, 

His goodness crowns the year. 


Cold winter's frosty bands he broke 
And sent the vernal showers ; 

Earth, listening to the word he spoke, 
Sent forth her bud and flowers. 


At his command, the time of seed 
Call’d labor to the field ; 

Warm summer suns did then succeed 
A harvest rich to yicld. 


O that the sons of men would praise 
Such wisdom, love and grace, 

To God exalted anthems raise, 

And bow before his face. 


Now see the burden’d cars descend 
From all the country round, 

While bounties from Jehovah’s hand 
Through all our streets abound. 


Rich favors from the ocean wide, 
Kind providence has sent ; 

Our every want is well supplied 
With plenty and content. 


Pair science, with increasing light 
Dispels our mental gloom, 

And, lifting up the clouds of night, 
Pours in a brilliant noon. 


Our churches throng’d with ev’ry age, 
Who grace divine approve, 

In the delightful work engage 

To chaunt a Saviour’s love. 


Her watchmen on fair Zion stand, 
Glad tidings to proclaim, 

And spread salvation through the land 
In our Immanuel’s name. 


O that the sons of men would praise 

‘The God of boundless grace, 

His honour in their anthems raise, 

And bow before his face. B. 


—~D+o— 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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GOD IS LOVE. 


Laat God who made the sun and moon 
Is love, unchanging love ; 

That God who gives us night and noon 
Is everlasting love. 


Lhat God who made the mighty seas 
Is love, unchanging love ; 

And bound them fast by his decrees, 
Is everlasting love. 


‘That God who made the mountains high 
Is love, unchanging love ; 

Who fill’d with stars the azure sky 

Is everlasting love. 


That God who made the rivers flow 
Is love, unchanging love ; 

Who fills with fruits the vallies low, 
Is everlasting love. 


‘That God who spread creation wide 
Is love, unchanging love ; 

Who rules the ocean and the tide, 
Is everlasting love. 


That God who did us all create 
Is love, unchanging love ; 
Who never can his creatures hate, 











Is everlasting love. B. 
—$—— ee 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
“nr 


** Ah! could the stinted mind 
Harbour the thonght, that the Almighty’s love, 
Life, and salvation, could to single sect 

Of creatures be confined, all his alike ?” 





THE religion of our blessed Redeemer was consider- 
ed by the Jews as false. It would have been in the 
highest degree mortifying to their pride, to have sanc- 
tioned the praching of the meek and lowly Jesus, or 
have heard the words of life dispenged by men destitute 





{of classical honours, in the lowest rank of society, who 


‘had toiled with the net for their support. This highly 
favoured nation could not bear the thought, that the 
fulness of the Gentiles should come in, and participate 
with them in spiritual blessings ; they therefore rejected 
their Messiah. Had it been told them that their nation 
should rule all the tribes of Adam, that they alone 
would enjoy the beautiful smiles of Jehovah, would they 
not have received the message as true? If, then, we 
condemn their conduct, should we not examine the pre- 
sent Israel, and see whether it is clear of the faults we 
are so apt to lavish on the children of the friend of God ? 
Vo we not, on hearing any mode of faith, consider its 
degree of popularity ? Do we not inquire, has its pro- 
mulgator passed the examination of an ecclesiastical 
court? Does he preach, that we shall be received in the 
climes of bliss, while those around us, ** being left to 
act in their sin, to their just condemnation ;°? God 
** doth blind and harden ; from them he not only with- 
holdeth his grace, whereby they might have been en- 
lightened in their understandings, anc wrought upon in 
their hearts,” but sometimes also withdraweth the gifts 
which they had, and exposeth them to such objects as 
their corruptions make occasion of sin, and withal gives 
them over to their own lusts, and temptations of the 
world, and the power of Satan. If he preaches this, he 
suits the present generation. But, on the other hand, 
let him declare the whole counsel of God, and the light 
that Jighteneth the Gentiles ; let him not cel} the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance ; and, like his Lord, he 
will be rejected; for if the master of the house was 
called Belzebub, will his household escape the name? 

There are many, who, as it were, through joy, be- 
lieve not. ‘They say, ‘this thing is too good to be 
true! What, must a thing be bad to be true? Is there 
nothing true that is good? A man may promise to per- 
form an act, and his hearers may doubt his veracity, be- 
cause the thing may be too good for man to accomplish ; 
but we must racollect, that there can be nothing too 
good for God to do: his goodness is greater than we 
can fathom. 

The command of Jesus was, ‘* search the scriptures, 
for in them ye think ve have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me.”? Let us therefore obey, and 
whatever may be the the consequence, let us believe 
the truth when we find it. ‘he ‘restitution of all 
things which God has spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets, ‘is a truth which is unfashionable,though 
preached “since the world began ;” but, notwith- 
stariding this, it is a good criterion in searching the 
scripture. For as God has spoken this doctrine by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets, we must consider any 
prophet, who teaches a docrine Contrary to the ‘* resti- 
tution of all things,” as unholy. Let us see by whom 
this was.spoken, The first time that its sound reached 
the ears of erring was, when he hadsinned. How sol- 
emn! * Tbe Lord God called unto Adam, and said 
unto him, Where art thou? And he said, | heard thy 
voice in the garden,and was afraid because | was naked, 
and hid myself.’ Did the Lord now threaten Adam with 
eternal death? No! but he said to the serpent, ** 1 will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed, it shall bruise thy head,” &c. 
Gen. iii. When the children of Israel sinned in the 
wilderness, the Lord listened to the prayer of Moses, 
and: ** said, I] have pardoned according to my word.— 
But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord.” Numb. xiv. 20,21. Thus it 
was sodbes by the holy prophet Moses. 

Ezekiel xvi. 55. ** When thy sisters, Sodom and her 
daughters, shall return to their former estate, and Sa- 
maria and her daughters shall return to your former es- 
tate.” ** And [ will establish my covenant with thee, 
and thou shalt know that ] am the Lord!” And shall 
Sodom, that was suffering the vengeance of eternal fire, 
be restored? ** They were haughty and committed a- 
bominations betore me ; therefore, I took them away 
aS I saw good,” yet they shall return, saith the Lord, 
by his prophet Ezekiel. 

The mouth of the royal pslamist uttered the same 
language: ** He shall come down like rain upon the 
mown grass, as showers that water the earth. He 
shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the riv- 
ers unto the ends of the earth. Yea, all kings shall fall 
down before him, all nations shall serve hiu:.” 

They shall not only serve but “all nations whom 
thou hast made shall come and worship before Thee, O 
Lord, and shall glorify thy name.” : 

* Ail the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall 
worship before thee.” 

* All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord, and thy 
saints shall bless thee.” 

TO BE CONTINUED, 





In the Magazine of Oct. 14, our correspondent B*¥**** 
called upon the Editor of the N.Y. * Gospel Herald,’ 
for circumstances to establish the genuineness of the 
letter published in the Magazine of Oct. 7, said to be 
written by John Calvin in 1561, to the Marquis Paet, 
in reply to which the Editor of the Gospel Herald 
has published the following :— 


We have only to say, that we copied the exfract in 
question from a Calvinistic publication, entitled, ‘* A 
General History of the Baptist Denomination in Ame- 
rica, and other parts of the world—By David Benedict, 
A. M. Pastor of the Baptist Church in Pawtucket, R. 1. 
Boston, printed by Lincoln & Edmands, No. 58, Corn- 
hill, 1813. 

The subject is introduced in vol. I, p. 184, as follows. 

6 Michael Servetus. This unhappy man was a Span- 
iard by birth,and lost his life at Geneva by means Of the 
famous Jolin Calvin. He was not immediately con- 
nected with the Baptists we have been describing, but 
as no account of bim has yet been given, this seems the 
most proper place to say a few things respecting him 
The death of this unfortunate man produced very live- 
ly emotions both of pity and resentment in the breasts 
of many, who were not altogether in favour of his re- 
ligious opinions. 

Many have written accounts of this much injured 
man, and uttered the severest rebukes against Calvin 
and his party, by whom he was committed to the 
flames. Robinson has entered somewhat largely into 
his history in his Researches, under the Article, The 
Church of Nararre and Biscay; but our limits will 
permit us to give onty the brief outlines of the char- 
acter and sufferings of this famous Baptist. He was 
born at Villa Neuva in Arragon, in Spain, not long after 
the year 1500. He was bred to physic, but he was 
early inclined to religious studies, and at the age of 
eighteen he became an author. His first publication 
was designed to oppose the doctrine of the Trinity.— 
The errors of Servetus on this and some other subjects 
we lament. But this does not hinder us trom pitying 
his fate, and detesting the persecuting intrigues which 
cost him his life. Servetus passed through various for- 
tunes, and published a number of works, all of which 
we must pass over. While he was studying at the U- 
niversity at Paris, he became acquainted with Calvin, 
who wus nearly of his age. This was about twenty 
years before he was bnrnt at Geneva. 

From Paris, Servetus went to Lyons, where he met 
with Peter Palmier, a Catholic and Archibishop of Vi- 
enna in Dauphine. The Archibishop being a lover of 
learned men, and fond of Servetus, pressed him to go 
to Vienna and practice physic, and offered him an a- 
partment in his palace. The doctor accepted his invi- 
tation, and thirteen years lived safe and happy, under 
the auspices of his Catholic patron. This prelate 
seems to be one of those,of whom there have been 
numbers in the Catholic Church, who think freely, but 
who do not act consistently, who inwardly disapprove 
of their own corrupt system, but who, for reasons best 
known to themselves, continue to defend it. The re- 
formers of that day could not conceive how a Catholic 
Archibishop and an Anabaptist Doctor could live in 
peace in different apartments in the same palace. The 
enemies of Servetus envied his felicity, and plotted his 
ruin. A prosecution was commenced against bim, and 
he was cast into prison; but he soon, by the indul- 
gence of the jailer, made his escape and concealed 
himself four months, no body knows where. ‘The 
prosecution was carried on in his absence ; he was 
condemned to be burnt alive in a slow fire, and he was 
actually burntin effigy. Being thus haunted by his en- 
emies, this persecuted man next determined on going 
to Naples, in hope of settling there in the practice of 
his profession. It is supposed that he was induced to 
this measure by a Spanish nobleman, named John Val- 
desius, who was the secretary to the King of Naples, 
and who had embraced the principles of the Anabap- 
tists. He took his way through Geneva, and keep 
close for fear of discovery. While he waited for a hoat 
to cross the lake, Calvin, by some means, got intelli; 
gence of his arrival, and although it was Sunday, yet 
he prevailed upon the chief syndich to arrest and im- 
prison him. The proceedings agaiust him are too 
lengthy to be related here, but the issue of them was, 
that on the 27th of Qet. 1553, this unfortunate man, 
with many aggravating circumstances, was burnt alive 
at Geneva for heresy.”’ A multitude of testimonies go 
to prove that Calvin was at the head of this barbarous 
affair. But ommitting all others, i will transcribe a 
part of aletter written by him in 1561, to the Marquis 
Paet, high Chamberlain to the king of Navarre,”*” 





* Robinson’s Researches, p. 348. 
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